To find out the knowledge of, and attitudes towards, water fluoridation of a sample of general dental practitioners working in the North East of England.
Results
Fifty-five general dental practitioners returned questionnaires (a 70% response rate). Most respondents supported the principle of water fluoridation. Over half of the respondents indicated that they would benefit from more information and training on the issue of water fluoridation. There were marked differences in knowledge and attitudes to fluoridation between dental principals and associates. The sample was evenly split about what to do with a parent who was unsure about (whether to support) fluoridation even after the dentist had discussed the issue and answered questions.
Conclusions
The majority of general dental practitioners support water fluoridation although some lack knowledge and expertise which might inhibit advocacy of it. These data support the authors' contention that if new water fluoridation schemes are to be implemented, the support of all health professionals including general dental practitioners will be vital and of practical help. The House of Lords recently agreed, by a majority of 122, to support the Government proposal to place decisions about water fluoridation with health authorities rather than, as at present, with water companies. Subject to satisfactory passage of the Water Bill through the House of Commons, it does seem possible that some new schemes in areas of high dental need might be forthcoming. In which case how can we help GDPs to become involved? First, the authors draw attention to the British Dental Association's excellent 'fact file' on fluoridation. Although only 30% of the respondents had previously read it, all of them found it useful. Secondly, local consultants in dental public health have an important role not only in providing their practitioner colleagues with relevant and up to date information on water fluoridation but also in helping their colleagues to hone their advocacy skills, one of the key skills within the speciality of dental public health. The authors should be congratulated for bringing these issues to our attention. 
COMMENT

R E S E A R C H S U M M A R Y
• Dentists are relative strangers to controversy.
• Dentists may feel uncomfortable discussing controversial issues.
• Individual dentists may take some comfort from knowing how other colleagues feel.
I N B R I E F
